
St. John the Baptist 
Social Justice Meeting Minutes 

9/14/2021 7:00 p.m. Education Wing 
 

We are the Social Justice Committee of St. John the Baptist parish.  We gather as disciples 
committed to the Catholic social teachings as modeled by Christ.   

We strive to identify and serve the needs of our parish, the local community and the broader 
world through awareness, education and service. 
 

Attendees: Linda Noll, Jessica Wiskus, Julie Broulik (PC), Pam Kraus, Jake Ryan (PC), Sarah Covington, 

Denise Brannaman (PC) 

Sunday Gospel Reading:  

August 10th minutes approved 

Old Business: 

Parish Council: Denise shared a hard copy summary of the meeting held Sunday after mass. 

Sunday’s All Committee Meeting follow up:  

We asked for clarification about the constitution we were given on Sunday. Social Justice 

Committee doesn’t feel there needs to be a cap on membership. Also, we would prefer there 

not be a specific day of the month that we meet. We would like it to be changed to a more 

general statement that we meet monthly. We also believe we won’t be able to accomplish 

enough in an hour’s time. Maybe that can be taken out. We plan to follow up with Father for 

clarification when he returns from Ghana.  

Run for Pie: 70 registrations as of today. Pies and volunteers are covered. The question was 

raised about why St. John’s wasn’t mentioned in the local Sun article. Linda Noll believes there 

will be a correction made.  

Backpack Fruit Distribution: There should be another push for donations in upcoming bulletins. 

Apparently there is over $900 left in the fund from last year even though we didn’t think there 

was much left at all. Denise requests that we find out where the communication broke down 

and reflected a discrepancy in funds available. She also requests that we get a monthly budget 

report to see where we sit financially. We should be able to start buying fruit to go home in the 

backpacks.  

Immigration Presentation: We have a date set for November 14th after mass for someone from 

the Archdiocese to come and speak. Yer Vang, the legal director of Immigration and Legal 

Services for the Archdiocese of Dubuque. She will speak about the local immigration issues that 

nearby communities face. We need to promote it via website (contact Natalie Klostermann), 

bulletin (give to Loraine), and announcement at mass (Linda). Pam Krauss will look into a Save 

the Date to push out soon. Linda will follow up with Yer about a detailed explanation promo 

piece for closer to the date. We will record it and post it on YouTube for others to see.  

New Business: 



Tithing Charity Distribution: 10% of some budget (we aren’t clear from where) should be given 

to various charities. For now we are to give $6,000 to 3 of the 4 Archdiocese One causes ($2,000 

each) (Immigration, Church and Campus, Priest Retirement, Seminarian Education) We 

eliminated one (Church and Campus) and decided to contribute to Immigration, Priest 

Retirement, Seminarian Education.  

There will be more money later on that we will decide on another worthy charity. More to come 

on this. We will wait for Finance Council to communicate this with us.  

Respect Life Month: 40 Days for Life will be promoted this year. There will be a display similar to 

years past (more than last year) in the gathering space. We will aim to have it set up by October. 

We will meet Thursday, September 30th in the afternoon at 1:00 p.m. to set it up. 

Prayer Cards- Prayer to St. Joseph, Defender of Life will be distributed starting Respect Life 

Sunday. Sarah will order.  

Patris Corde- Pope Francis Encyclical- Jessica suggested finding a way to emphasize this 

document. She will head up an effort to set up a table with resources on this document and 

respect life issues in addition to the display from past years.  

Recruiting volunteers: As it stands we have 8 members not including the parish council reps. 

Stewardship is working to promote each committee throughout the year. Hopefully this will 

begin in the spring. Other ideas like bulletin entries and pulpit announcements might be 

effective. Should we make an appearance at RCIA? We will continue preparing information to 

display on a table in the gathering space.  

October 12th is our next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 


